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Session Abstract:  
This session will address why cancer is an important topic for Environmental Public Health Tracking.  It will provide an 
overview of cancer cluster investigations and will discuss the complexities of investigating cancer clusters and protocols 
used by various States.  The concerns of linking cancer data with environmental data will be addressed.  The session will 
explore the strengths and weaknesses of available data by discussing cancer registries and possible sources of 
environmental data.  An overview of a pilot project that is linking data on childhood cancers with environmental hazards 
and other risk information in Wisconsin will be presented. 
 
Learning Objectives: 
After attending this session, the participant will be able to: 
1. State why cancer is an important topic for EPHT projects 
2. Identify complexities involved with cancer cluster investigations 
3. Understand the status of cancer registries in North American and understand the strengths and weakness of available 

data 
4. State strengths and weaknesses of potential sources of environmental data related to known or emerging carcinogens 
5. Learn about one model that will link environmental data with childhood cancer data utilizing Public Health 

Information Network (PHIN) standards. 


